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INTRODUCTION FROM
MINOUCHE SHAFIK
Welcome to the 7th LSE Africa Summit! The theme of this year’s
Summit “The Global Crisis as a Catalyst for Change” aims to
explore how the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic
can be overcome. The central question that will be addressed is
“how can Africans drive positive change in local communities
following the global crisis brought by the COVID-19 pandemic?”.
Due to the immense period of reflection that the global pandemic has forced us into, it
is important to have conversations about the social, political and economic implications
of the global crisis on the African continent. The collective strength and support of local
communities and institutions across Africa and the diaspora has never been more
apparent than it is now.
I am incredibly proud of the student committee who have organised the 7th annual
Summit during these unprecedented times and their commitment to make the event
inclusive for all. They are part of an LSE tradition which goes back to its foundation:
putting knowledge to work for the improvement of society.
LSE is committed to producing research and teaching which
tackles our biggest challenges – from climate change to
global healthcare to local economic growth. But, equally, we
are committed to supporting our students in their desire
to engage with the world and become leaders in their
chosen fields.

Baroness Minouche Shafik
LSE Director
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WELCOME FROM THE CO-DIRECTORS
Dear Delegate,
On behalf of the organising committee of the LSE Africa Summit
2021, we would like to welcome you to the 7th edition of the LSE
Africa Summit, with the theme of “The Global Crisis as a Catalyst
for Change”.

Kaberuka (former president of the African Development Bank) and
many other leading figures. In line with this legacy, we have invited
a particularly impressive group of leaders and change-makers to
stimulate conversation and inspire action.

The theme of the 2021 Africa Summit acknowledges the incredible
period of reflection that 2020 has provided. As a result of the
COVID-19 global pandemic, this year has forced the world to take
stock of where we are, recognise social, economic, and political
limitations with a view to stark improvement.

We look forward to having you on board with us this year.
Sincerely,
Elise, Omasan, Nana and Tebian

Amidst a traumatic global event, the collective strength of
communities has never been more apparent. We see that through
the impact of grassroots movements striving towards social justice
and the mobilising of groups on the ground to make fresh demands
of decision-makers. This has been supported through solidarity
protests led by Africans outside of the continent. Recognising that
perceiving 2021 as the beginning of the new decade is contentious,
we have rephrased this completely. For Africa, this is a moment of
reinvigoration. With an engaged and impassioned generation, we
have a unique opportunity. The question is, how will we maximise it
as we enter the next decade? Put more directly, the question we aim
to answer in this 2021 summit is: How will Africans drive positive
change in our own societies following the global crisis that is the
COVID-19 pandemic?

Elise El Nouchi
Co-Director: Speakers and Content
MSc Development Management

In previous years, we have been honoured to host influential figures
from across the continent including His Excellency Nana Addo
Dankwa Akufo-Addo (President of Ghana), His Excellency Professor
Yemi Osinbajo (Vice-President of the Republic of Nigeria), Dr Donald

Tebian Mohamed Ali
Co-Director: Media and Marketing
MSc Conflict Studies

Omasanjuwa Edun
Co-Director: Finance and Sponsorship
MSc Health and International Development

Catherine Nana Boafoa Owusu
Co-Director: Operations and Logistics
MSc Development Management
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ABOUT THE FIROZ LALJI CENTRE FOR AFRICA
The LSE Africa Summit is hosted annually by the Firoz Lalji Centre for Africa (FLCA) and led by a
student team. The FLCA was established at LSE in June 2016, through an endowment by the Lalji
Family Foundation. This generous gift was to support LSE’s long-term commitment to placing
Africa at the heart of understandings and debates about global issues.
The FLCA is at the forefront of producing rigorous social science
research and evidence-based analysis, illuminating world affairs,
and interrogating local circumstances. As a multi-disciplinary
Centre, the FLCA works across social science disciplines
to develop cutting-edge research including work on health,
South-South relations, justice and security, economic growth,
environmental issues, grassroots organisations, conflict and
humanitarianism, and public authority. The FLCA strives for
producing robust independent scholarship that raises the profile
of African issues and perspectives in global debates.
Through its various academic, research and outreach
programmes, the FLCA promotes collaborative partnerships
and knowledge sharing between LSE and UK scholars and
institutions and their counterparts in Africa. The FLCA emphasises
engagement with policymakers in public and private institutions
and open dissemination of academic knowledge to facilitate
availability and accessibility. Committed to public outreach, the

FLCA hosts a wide range of ongoing programmes and activities
such as the LSE Africa Summit, the Programme for African
Leadership (PfAL), the Africa Talks series, the African Research
Fellowship Programme, the African Engagement Programme,
a ESRC/GCRF Research Centre and the world-leading
Africa at LSE blog.
As African nations seek to recover from the COVID pandemic,
and look towards growth over the new decade, this is a great
time to focus on the theme of change, and how the drive for
positive change can best be channelled in a collaborative,
and innovative manner. I am extraordinarily proud of the work
undertaken by the student team to deliver this year’s summit and
look forward to engaging in the discourse.

Professor Tim Allen
Director, Firoz Lalji Centre for Africa
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SESSION BRIEFS
Grassroots Movements: From the Ground Up
Panel and Q&A
Amidst the pandemic, 2020 saw turbulent social and political
movements sweeping across the African continent. From
#EndSARS to #ShutItAllDown, the unprecedented nature
of these movements was reflected in the way people from
diverse backgrounds united in a call for change. The grassroots
movement panel discusses how we can apply these lessons
in 2021, and onwards for the challenges that lie ahead. Each
panellist represents a prominent grassroots movement on the
continent, discussing its purpose, impact and untapped alliances.

Policy as a Mechanism for Change
Interactive Workshop
Provoking participants to consider how policies and legislation
can codify and connect the relationship between grassroots
movements and impactful outcomes, this interactive workshop
explores the role of policymaking as a mechanism of change.
Mobilisation and inclusivity will be centred during this
unconventional workshop, as participants are challenged to
envision new forms of cooperation between policy and nonpolicy spheres. This workshop ultimately explores the role
of legislative policymaking as a mechanism of change and
advocate for a reimagined involvement of Africans individuals
and communities, in choosing their future.

Climate Change: Rising to the Challenge
Professor Yacob Mulugetta in conversation with
Dr Mithika Mwenda
Forced migration, water conflicts and food insecurity all have
one thing in common: they will be exacerbated by the impacts
of climate change on the continent. From the Freetown coast
to the pastoral lands of the Lower Omo Valley, livelihoods are
endangered by far-reaching effects such as sea level rise, droughts
and biodiversity loss. Centring the agency of local capacities
and knowledge to adapt and mitigate these threats to vulnerable
populations, this conversation provides insights into the most
pressing challenges in the context of African climate change.

Womanhood: Representation,
Participation and Leadership
Panel and Q&A
This panel explores the complexities of African womanhood,
centring the intersection of “personal” and “political”. Beginning
with a consideration of how women’s identities are formed and
later translated into decision-making spaces, panellists consider
the evolution of African womanhood and how its changing
nature has influenced the role of women in African society today.
Finally, panellists are asked to share their vision of a genuinely
inclusive African continent.

Decolonising African Identities
Professor Sabelo J. Ndlovu-Gatsheni in
conversation with Dr Althea-Maria Rivas
Who am I as an African? This conversation asks whether an
“African” identity is a colonial imposition, an innate spiritual
attribute or something in between. Two prominent academics
discuss this question with a particular emphasis on the nuances
of “African-ness”, considering definitions of what it means to
be African; how this is embodied for people in the motherland
and in the diaspora; how this is explored as an intergenerational
conversation; and the relationship between African identity and
Pan-Africanism.

COVID-19 African Road to Recovery
Panel and Q&A
More than a year into the battle against COVID-19, it is clear
socio-economic inequalities have been exacerbated across the
world. African countries are navigating an unequal global terrain
in trying to secure vaccines for local communities and many
questions remain on the “fairness” of vaccine distribution on
the global stage. Panellists discuss the innovative strategies
employed by African countries to manage the pandemic’s
impact, their experience from coordinating previous responses
to infectious diseases, and how this interacts with broader social,
political and economic challenges.
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Book Launch – Africa 101: The Wake Up Call
This unique conversation gives audience members the
opportunity to engage with Her Excellency Ambassador Arikana
Chihombori-Quao MD FAAFP on the key themes within her
newest literary contribution, Africa 101: The Wake Up Call. Using
a direct post-colonial tone, Her Excellency does away with
the niceties of diplomacy and argues that the “hunt” for Africa
is ongoing and requires Africans, within and outside of the
continent, to defend the continent’s resources. While illuminating
readers with a first-hand perspective of the challenges to African
development, Her Excellency motivates and challenges all
Africans to disrupt the current status quo of power imbalances
and widespread inequalities.

Art of the Revolution – The People’s Exhibition
Intermission
While the coronavirus pandemic has reoriented our way of life, it
has presented opportunities for collaboration, innovation and a
re-imagination of our capacity for change. Following a public call
for participation, this session is an exhibition of artwork collected
and curated by artists across the continent and diaspora. The
exhibition reflects how artists interpreted the spirit of the Africa
Summit 2021.

Commemorating Professor Thandika Mkandawire
Dr Eyob Balcha Gebremariam reflects on the life and contributions
of Professor Thandika Mkandawire, a memorable and impactful
educator, thinker and true giant of African economics unlike any
before him. Professor Mkandawire’s monumental legacy will be
recounted and acknowledged within the context of the subthemes of the 2021 Summit programme.

Meet the participants and organisers!
Breakout Room
Providing a space for organic interactions and networking, this
session will facilitate reflections of participants and audience
members on their experience of the Summit. Attendees can
discuss how they will use their agency going forward and share
inspiration as ideas and initiatives have formed. This session will
be loosely structured through guiding questions.

African Entrepreneurship: Innovating
Our Way Forward
Panel and Q&A
Speakers from diverse industries unpack what the pandemic’s
challenges have revealed about the capacity of entrepreneurial
societies to overcome state and market failures during a crisis.
Is Africa positioned to realise its full potential in what is the
dawn of a new technological area? This question asks speakers
to address opportunities and challenges in the wider context of
entrepreneurship in Africa – from barriers to accessible trade
and employment to business-centred education and
technological innovation.

Art of the Revolution – Artist Spotlight
Intermission
This unconventional session allows participants to engage with
the concept of “taking agency” through the medium of art. Rising
African poet Upile Chisala exhibits her work which explores
questions about African identity, memory and change. She invites
participants to observe the creative process and reflect on their
interpretations of her poetry during a powerful exploration of “Art
of the Revolution”.
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DAY 1 PROGRAMME AGENDA
SATURDAY, 27 MARCH 2021
Time

Event

10:00 – 10:15

Director’s Welcome

10:15 – 10:45

Opening Keynote Speech – Lady Phyll

10:45 – 11:00

Art of the Revolution: The People’s Exhibition
Reflection

11:00 – 12:15

Grassroots Movements: From the Ground Up

11:00 – 14:00

Careers Fair: Movemeback

12:15 – 13:15

Lunch

13:15 – 14:00

Policy as a Mechanism for Change

14:00 – 14:15

Art of the Revolution – Artist Spotlight
Reflection

14:15 – 15:15

Climate Change: Rising to the Challenge

15:15 – 15:45

Meet the Participants and Organisers

15:45 – 17:00

Womanhood: Representation, Participation and Leadership

8

DAY 1 OPENING KEYNOTE
SOCIAL MEDIA
Twitter: @MsLadyPhyll
Instagram: @ladyphyll
ABOUT UK BLACK PRIDE
Founded in 2005, UK Black Pride is Europe’s largest celebration
for LGBTQ people of African, Asian, Caribbean, Middle Eastern and
Latin American descent, and is a safe space to celebrate diverse
sexualities, gender identities, gender expressions and cultures. UK
Black Pride organises an annual celebration during pride month, as
well as a variety of activities throughout the year, which promote
and advocate for the spiritual, emotional and intellectual health,
and wellbeing of the communities we represent.
ukblackpride.org.uk
SOCIAL MEDIA
Twitter and Instagram: @ukblackpride
ABOUT KALEIDOSCOPE TRUST

LADY PHYLL
Phyll Opoku-Gyimah is the nucleus of the award-winning
celebration and protest that is UK Black Pride. Widely known as
Lady Phyll – partly due to her decision to reject an MBE in the
New Year’s Honours’ list to protest Britain’s role in formulating
anti-LGBTQ penal codes across its empire – she is also the
executive director of Kaleidoscope Trust, an organisation working
towards the liberation of LGBTQ people around the world ; a
community builder and organiser; an Albert Kennedy Trust
patron, and a public speaker focusing on race, gender, sexuality
and class. She’s regularly called upon to advise nascent LGBTQ
organisations around the world to help leaders create cogent
organising strategies, establish robust partnership networks and
work effectively in service of the LGBTQ community.

Established in 2011, Kaleidoscope Trust works to uphold the
human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT+)
people in countries around the world where they are discriminated
against or marginalised due to their sexual orientation, gender
identity and/or gender expression. We work with British and
international institutions and partners to fund and support the
work of LGBT+ activists to bring about positive legislative, policy
and social change for LGBT+ people everywhere. Our work
involves supporting LGBT+ activists on the front line in these
countries, many of whom put their personal safety and lives at risk
to uphold and defend their community’s rights.
kaleidoscopetrust.com
SOCIAL MEDIA
Twitter and Instagram: @kaleidoscope_t
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DAY 1 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

GRASSROOTS MOVEMENTS: FROM THE
GROUND UP

JOEY HASSON

ESTHER MWEMA

Joey is an activist, strategist and researcher who specialises in
community organising, law and public engagement to advance
economic and social justice. Over the last 15 years, Joey has
worked across a range of systemic campaigns to improve public
education, sanitation, housing and health services. He has
worked with the Treatment Action Campaign in South Africa, with
Amnesty International in the UK and is a co-founder of the Equal
Education movement in South Africa.

Esther Mwema is a creative who builds tools to address girls
safety (via SAFIGI) and increase digital citizenship in underserved
communities (via Digital Grassroots). She is an Atlantic Fellow
for Social and Economic Equity, an Open Internet for Democracy
Leader, and Mozilla Festival Ambassador. She is the author of
“Bow to Enter Heaven and Other Stories” published in her pen
name Hadassah Louis.
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DAY 1 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

GRASSROOTS MOVEMENTS: FROM THE
GROUND UP (CONTINUED)

SEUN KUTI

JAKE ÉPELLE

Seun Anikulapo- Kuti, Protem Chairman of Movement of the
People and CEO @Egypt 80, is the youngest son of Afrobeat
godfather, Fela Anikulapo- Kuti, and a Nigerian musician. Before
the EndSars Protests, he has organised Nigerians to get them to
gain political and social consciousness and founded the Naija
Resistance Movement, a PanAfricanist organisation poised to
inform and educate the people on the inevitability of a PanAfrican
agenda to fulfil destiny.

Jake Épelle has learnt over the years the skill sets for bridging
the gap between the three tiers of government and underserved.
He is the Founder of The Albino Foundation – established in
2006. The Albino Foundation (TAF) is principally an organisation
established for persons with albinism and other vulnerable
groups such as persons with disabilities. TAF is a special focus
organisation advocating for the recognition and respect of
the rights and socio-economic inclusion of people living with
albinism. Presently, it has a nationwide network of 42 chapters,
strong national and international recognition including the
UN Systems. Jake Épelle has a natural ability to develop and
build strong network support groups and facilitate sustainable
advocacy drive in any given cause.
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DAY 1 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

GRASSROOTS MOVEMENTS: FROM THE
GROUND UP (CONTINUED)
TENIOLA TAYO (MODERATOR)
Teniola Tayo is an LSE Alumni, passionately and actively involved
in various grassroots movements. Inspired by her interests, she
also wrote about the #EndSARS movement.
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DAY 1 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

POLICY AS A MECHANISM FOR CHANGE
HAUWA IBRAHIM
President of The Peace Institute with offices in the USA, Italy,
and Nigeria. Hauwa Ibrahim is an internationally known human
rights lawyer, author and mother who was awarded the Sakharov
prize in 2005, an international peace prize also awarded to
Nelson Mandela. She defended over 150 cases involving women
sentenced to death by stoning and children sentenced to
amputation of limbs under Shariah law.
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DAY 1 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

ART OF THE REVOLUTION
UPILE CHISALA
Upile Chisala is a storyteller from Malawi and a graduate of the
University of Oxford. She is known for her short and powerful
poems. Chisala recently signed a three-book publishing deal with
US based publishing house Andrews McMeel. “soft magic” and
“nectar” (2019) and “a fire like you” (2020) are her collections of
poetry and prose. She was among the 2019 Forbes Africa’s 30
under 30 list. Chisala has been featured in several publications
to name a few Okay Africa, Huffington Post, Elle SA, Essence,
Glamour and more. She lives in Johannesburg.
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DAY 1 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

CLIMATE CHANGE: RISING TO THE CHALLENGE

PROFESSOR YACOB MULUGETTA

DR MITHIKA MWENDA

Professor Mulugetta is a professor of Energy and Development
Policy, and Director of the MPA programme at the Department
of Science, Technology, Engineering and Public Policy (STEaPP)
at the University College London. Having previously worked at
the UN Economic Commission for Africa in Ethiopia, he helped
set up the African Climate Policy Centre and initiated a variety of
policy-relevant initiatives.

Dr Mithika Mwenda is a Public Policy Analyst and Advocate for
Climate Justice based in Nairobi Kenya. He currently serves as
the Executive Director of the Pan African Climate Justice Alliance
(PACJA), a 1,000-strong consortium of African organisations
from diverse backgrounds advancing a people-centred, rightbased, just and inclusive approach to environmental challenges
and the transition to low-carbon, climate-resilient green
development pathways.
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DAY 1 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

WOMANHOOD: REPRESENTATION,
PARTICIPATION AND LEADERSHIP

DR WUNPINI FATIMATA MOHAMMED

BUHLE NGABA

Dr Wunpini Fatimata Mohammed is a Ghanaian feminist activistscholar and journalist. She is an Assistant Professor of Global
Media at the University of Georgia.

Multi-award winning actress, writer, speaker and arts activist.
She studied Acting and Contemporary performance at Rhodes
University and Processes of Performance at the University
of Leeds (UK). She performed in the world premiere of John
Kani’s play Missing at the Baxter Theatre (SA) and went on to
tour internationally with the production earning her national
nominations for “Best Supporting Actress” for both the Fleur Du
Cap Theatre Awards and the Naledi Theatre Awards.
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DAY 1 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

WOMANHOOD: REPRESENTATION,
PARTICIPATION AND LEADERSHIP (CONTINUED)

STELLA NYANZI

SEEHAAM SAMAAI

Stella Nyanzi is a multiple award-winning Medical Anthropologist
with specialisation in sexual and reproductive health, sexual
rights and human sexualities in Uganda and The Gambia. She
self-identifies as a radical queer feminist scholar, social justice
activist, human rights defender, non-violent protester, poet,
Facebooker, opposition politician belonging to the Forum for
Democratic Change (FDC) and former aspirant for Kampala
Woman Member of Parliament (2020-2021).

Seehaam Samaai is a practicing lawyer since 2001 and identifies
as a feminist lawyer and activist. She holds a BProc and LLM
degree in Constitutional Litigation from UWC. She is the current
Director of the Women’s Legal Centre, an African Feminist Legal
Centre that advances women’s rights and equality through
strategic litigation, advocacy and education and training. She
also serves on various national platforms providing strategic
leadership, legal, programmatic or organisational support.
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DAY 1 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

WOMANHOOD: REPRESENTATION,
PARTICIPATION AND LEADERSHIP (CONTINUED)
IRENE WAKARINDI (MODERATOR)
Brilliant and inspiring Atlantic Fellow for Social and Economic
Equity. Irene Wakarindi is a Kenyan development professional
with nine years of experience in the non-profit sector. She
currently works as Grants and Partnerships Manager at Food
for Education‚ a social enterprise providing subsidised meals to
vulnerable school children with the aim of improving education
outcomes. She focuses on supporting, strengthening and
identifying fundraising strategies to mobilise for resources from
statutory and institutional funders, private foundations and
trusts, and community fundraising.
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DAY 2 PROGRAMME AGENDA
SUNDAY, 28 MARCH 2021
Time

Event

10:00 – 10:15

Introduction to Day 2 by Speakers and Content Team

10:15 – 11:15

Decolonising African Identities

11:15 – 12:30

COVID-19 African Road to Recovery

11:00 – 13:00

Careers Fair: Boston Consulting Group

12:30 – 13:00

Meet the Participants and Organisers

13:00 – 14:00

Lunch

14:00 – 15:15

African Entrepreneurship: Innovating Our Way Forward

15:15 – 15:30

Art of the Revolution – The People’s Exhibition
Reflection

15:30 – 16:00

Book Launch – Africa 101: The Wake Up Call

16:00 – 16:15

Commemorating Professor Thandika Mkandawire

16:15 – 16:45

Closing Keynote Speech
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DAY 2 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

DECOLONISING AFRICAN IDENTITIES

PROFESSOR SABELO J. NDLOVU-GATSHENI

DR ALTHEA-MARIA RIVAS

Professor Sabelo J. Ndlovu-Gatsheni is a historian and decolonial/
postcolonial theorist. He is currently Professor and Chair of
Epistemologies of the Global South with Emphasis on Africa at the
University of Bayreuth in Germany and member of Africa Multiple
Cluster of Excellence at the University at the same institution.
His field of work comprises the decolonial/postcolonial theory,
empire and colonialism, politics of knowledge and decolonisation
of higher education, Black radical tradition/Black Marxism, African
history, African development and African political economy.

Dr Althea-Maria Rivas is a feminist and decolonial theorist
lecturer at SOAS University of London. She employs innovative
grounded methodologies, such as photovoice, storying and
narratives to explore debates in the field of conflict, security and
development. Her research focuses on exploring the politics of
development, conflict, humanitarian intervention and peace. She
previously worked for 12 years in the areas of diplomacy, postconflict reconstruction, humanitarian assistance and gender.
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DAY 2 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

COVID-19 AFRICAN ROAD TO RECOVERY

DR OLA BROWN

DR ABASI ENE-OBONG

Dr Ola Brown is the founder of the Flying Doctors Healthcare
Investment Group. She has published four books namely; EMQ’s
in Paediatrics, Pre-Hospital Care for Africa, Fixing Healthcare in
Nigeria: A Guide to Public Healthcare Policy and Banking, Finance
and Economics in Emerging Markets: An Essay Collection.

Dr Ene-Obong is the founder and Chief Executive Officer of
54gene, a health technology company advancing the state
of healthcare through large scale discovery and translational
research, advanced molecular diagnostics, and clinical programs
for the benefit of Africans and the global population. Founded in
2019, 54gene has made the Time Magazine list of 12 innovations
that would change healthcare in the 2020s.
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DAY 2 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

COVID-19 AFRICAN ROAD TO RECOVERY
(CONTINUED)

DR LUCY KANYA

MOHAMMED-ANWAR SADAT ADAM (MODERATOR)

Dr Lucy Kanya is Assistant Professorial Research Fellow at the
LSE Department of Health Policy. Her research interests include:
the economics of health care financing in low and middle income
countries, private sector engagement in health and the use of
stated preference techniques. Lucy is currently part of the LSE
team working on the African Health Observatory – Platform on
Health Systems and Policies (AHOP).

Member of the Atlantic Fellows for Social and Economic
Equity. Mohammed-Anwar Sadat Adam is an interdisciplinary
development professional with 15 years of experience in strategy
and programme leadership; in organisational development for
civil society and local government; in gender, governance and
social accountability; in development evaluation; and in policy
research and analysis for advocacy and policy influencing and
reform processes in Ghana and beyond.
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DAY 2 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

AFRICAN ENTREPRENEURSHIP: INNOVATING
OUR WAY FORWARD

PROFESSOR LANDRY SIGNÉ

OBI ASIKA

Professor Signé is a world-renowned professor and leading
practitioner who has won more than sixty prestigious awards
and distinctions from four continents for his academic, policy,
business, and leadership accomplishments, receiving as well
the fastest reported tenure and promotion to the highest rank
of full professor in the history of United States universities, for a
scholar who started at an entry-level position in his discipline.
He is Senior Fellow, Brookings Institution amongst others.

Obi Asika is acknowledged as an expert on the possibilities that
the creative and cultural industries offer for Nigeria, Africa and
the global black Diaspora. He is a leading advocate for Nigerian
and African Soft power and has been involved in promoting
and enabling opportunities in the technology, sports, media and
entertainment industries in Nigeria and globally for over 20 years.
He is the Founder of Dragon Africa, a strategic communications
agency, event and conference producer.
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DAY 2 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

AFRICAN ENTREPRENEURSHIP: INNOVATING
OUR WAY FORWARD (CONTINUED)

DR SOLOMZI MAKOHLISO

DR ELENI GABRE-MADHIN

Dr Makohliso is an international entrepreneur with over 20
years of experience in the US, Switzerland and southern
Africa. His current professional interests are in innovation
and entrepreneurship for sustainable impact, with a particular
interest in health. He currently serves as the Deputy Head
of the EssentialTech Centre at the Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology (EPFL), where he is actively involved in harnessing
cutting-edge research to develop technology innovations.

One of the founders of Ethiopia’s Commodity Exchange as
well as Founder and currently Chief “happiness” Officer of
Ethiopia’s first youth agribusiness incubator, blueMoon. She is
well-versed in Agricultural Markets, Commodity Exchange,
Food Policy and Entrepreneurship.
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DAY 2 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

AFRICAN ENTREPRENEURSHIP: INNOVATING
OUR WAY FORWARD (CONTINUED)
DIDI AKINYELURE (MODERATOR)
Didi Akinyelure is an Award-Winning Journalist. In 2016, she
won the prestigious BBC World News Komla Dumor Award. In
December 2018, Didi received the University of Nottingham’s
Special Excellence Alumni Laureate Award.
She is an accomplished multimedia journalist with extensive
experience working in television, radio, text and digital for the
BBC, CNBC Europe, CNBC Africa and Reuters News Agency.
Didi is the Founder of REAP, a media production, reputational
management and communications strategy firm.
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DAY 2 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

BOOK LAUNCH –
AFRICA 101: THE WAKE UP CALL
H.E. AMBASSADOR ARIKANA CHIHOMBORI QUAO
Her Excellency Ambassador Arikana Chihombori Quao MD is
the Founder and President of the African Diaspora Development
Institute (ADDI). She is also a medical doctor by profession
and has practised for over 25 years. Prior to this, she was the
Permanent Representative to the African Union Mission in
Washington DC (2016-19). Her contributions to the cause of
Africa has earned her several prestigious honors and awards.
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DAY 2 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

COMMEMORATING PROFESSOR
THANDIKA MKANDAWIRE
DR EYOB BALCHA GEBREMARIAM
Dr Eyob Balcha Gebremariam is a Fellow at the London School
of Economics and Political Science (LSE). He holds a PhD in
Development Policy and Management from The University
of Manchester. His areas of interest include African political
economy, politics of development, young people in politics
and citizenship. Eyob was also a Matasa Fellow at IDS, Sussex
in 2016. Eyob has been teaching primarily African Political
Economy and African Development at the International
Development Department of LSE since October 2017.

The late Professor Thandika Mkandawire with the late South African musician Hugh Masekela

27

DAY 2 CLOSING KEYNOTE
sector, she rose to become Vice President of Citibank, a world
class financial institution. Before then, she provided advice
to several international financial organisations, as well as
non-governmental organisations. Over her long career, she
has developed strong leadership and strategic management
skills, played an instrumental role in public policy making and
in the private sector. She has also been involved in numerous
international programs representing Cape Verde or the private
sector. Mrs Duarte is committed to public service. Mrs Duarte
has global recognition and has worked well with a wide range
of senior decision-makers both in government and in business
around the world.

CRISTINA DUARTE
Mrs Cristina Duarte is the United Nations Special Adviser on
Africa and Under-Secretary-General of OSAA since 1 August
2020. She is the strategic adviser to the Secretary-General on
the interlinkages between peace and development in Africa and
the focal point in UNHQ for relations with the African Group
with regard to Africa’s development. As the head of OSAA, she
supports the Secretary-General in promoting coherence in the UN
system’s engagement in Africa and chairs the Inter-Departmental
Task Force on African Affairs (IDTFAA), and advocates and
mobilises the United Nations, its Member States and other key
stakeholders around Africa’s transformative vision articulated in
the 2030 and 2063 Agendas.
Prior to joining the UN, Mrs Duarte served Cape Verde as
Minister of Finance, Planning and Public Administration for 10
years. She was also Director of a reform program on private
sector development and competitiveness. In the private

When Mrs Duarte left Government in 2016, she was invited
to governance and advisory positions in various international
and regional organisations. She was a Member of the United
Nations Committee of Experts on Public Administration,
established by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).
She was a Member of the United Nations High-Level Advisory
Board on Economic and Social Affairs. She was a Member of
President Paul Kagame’s Advisory Committee on African Union
Reforms. She was a Member of the Board of the Alliance for a
Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) and she was a Member of
the Board of the Institute of African Leadership for Sustainable
Development (UONGOZI Institute).
She has an abiding interest in issues of governance, private
sector development, and particular competence in international
negotiations, strategic and scenarios planning, development
policy and management, and institution building. She has an
excellent understanding of, and interest in, international and
regional cooperation, as well as, the challenges facing African
countries. In order to leverage her 10-year experience as Minister
of Finance and prior to joining the UN, she was developing a
research project as Visiting Research Fellow at WITS University,
School of Governance in South Africa.
USG Cristina Duarte speaks English, French, Italian and
Portuguese fluently.
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OUR SPONSORS

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
RESEARCH COUNCIL
PLATINUM SPONSOR

ALISTAIR
BERKLEY FUND
GOLD SPONSOR

LSE DEPARTMENT
OF SOCIAL POLICY
BRONZE SPONSOR

AFRICAN DIASPORA
DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE
BRONZE SPONSOR

ATLANTIC FELLOWS
FOR SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC EQUITY
BRONZE SPONSOR

UK BLACK PRIDE
BRONZE SPONSOR

McERNEST
SUMMIT PARTNER
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CAREERS FAIR

Alongside the main session programme, we will be hosting a Careers Fair which will
provide a unique opportunity for students, employers and participants alike to meet and
engage with one another, establish professional relationships, and discuss potential
job and/or internship opportunities. In attendance are highly reputable firms and a pool
of talented individuals at LSE and other leading institutions in the United Kingdom and
across the African continent. If you are interested in participating, please e-mail your
CV to africasummit@lse.ac.uk

PARTICIPATING ORGANISATIONS
BOSTON CONSULTING
GROUP
MOVEMEBACK

lseafricasummit.org
#LSEAfricaSummit2021

The London School of Economics and Political Science is a School of the University of
London. It is a charity and is incorporated in England as a company limited by guarantee
under the Companies Acts (Reg no 70527).
The School seeks to ensure that people are treated equitably, regardless of age,
disability, race, nationality, ethnic or national origin, gender, religion, sexual
orientation or personal circumstances.
Design: LSE Design Unit (https://info.lse.ac.uk/staff/divisions/
communications-division/design-unit).
Photography: Nigel Stead, LSE School Photographer. Team photos taken by Eric Gatobu.
Please note: a number of photographs in this document were taken before UK
social-distancing guidance was in place.
LSE takes every step to ensure the safety of all students and staff.
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