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INTRODUCTION FROM MINOUCHE SHAFIK
Welcome to the 8th LSE Africa Summit! The theme of this year’s Summit – African Prosperity
through Peace, Health and Development – acknowledges the interdependence of peace, health, and
development, while calling for an interrogation into the ways they support and rely upon one another.
Even as parts of the world begin to move beyond the global pandemic, COVID-19 still represents a major
hurdle for many African nations. From rising to meet the challenge of vaccine inequity, to advancing
Africa’s growing global role, the collective strength and support of local communities and institutions
across Africa and the diaspora has never been more important than it is now.
I am incredibly proud of the student committee who have organised the 8th annual LSE Africa Summit,
and put together an impressive list of speakers who will explore a range of key issues: everything from
Africa’s green transition to harnessing the opportunities from the African Continental Free Trade Area.
These students are part of a tradition which goes back to LSE’s foundation: a dedication to putting
knowledge to work for the betterment of society.
LSE is committed to producing research and
teaching which tackles our biggest challenges
– from climate change, to global healthcare,
to trade policy. But equally, we are committed
to supporting our students in their desire to
engage with the world and become leaders in
their chosen fields.
I hope you find this Summit an enjoyable and
enlightening experience.
Baroness Minouche Shafik
LSE Director
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WELCOME FROM THE CO-DIRECTORS
We are excited to present the 8th Annual LSE Africa Summit, introducing the theme “African Prosperity
through Peace, Health and Development”.
The 2021 LSE Africa Summit will bring together leading African policymakers, scholars, politicians,
activists, and businesspeople to engage in topical conversations about prosperity on the continent.
More than ‘well-being’, prosperity can refer to material, physical, environmental, and cognitive
flourishing and security, for which resolutions and advancements in peace, health and development are
vital. Climate change, meanwhile, challenges the realisation of prosperity, exacerbating the effects of
underdevelopment, inequitable healthcare and conflict—constituting an important lens of analysis.
The 2022 Summit will reflect these three strands of prosperity. For ‘Peace,’ the Summit will examine topics
from combating violent extremism to the role of journalism in conflict regions, spotlighting the civil war
in Ethiopia and recent upheavals in Sudan. For ‘Health’, the Summit will speak to the continuing impact
of COVID-19 without letting the pandemic overshadow longer-term issues, such as digital platforms and
investments for health systems. For ‘Development,’ the summit will explore the importance of trade,
entrepreneurship, and digital innovations. Throughout the event, different sessions will foreground African
voices including artists, startups, poets, authors, journalists, singers, painters, photographers, filmmakers,
actors, and more, bringing diverse voices to these important issues.
We are truly excited about this year’s summit and bringing you new perspectives on African development.
Sincerely,
Yvonne, Joe-Ann, Noor and Abokor
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SESSION BRIEFS
Countering Violent Extremism: Civil Society in
East Africa
Conversation

conflict. Press freedom has been attacked and journalists
have been harassed, detained, delicensed, assaulted,
and expelled from the country.

Violent extremist organisations in East Africa (including
al-Qaeda affiliated groups and others) have displaced
millions and killed tens of thousands. Countering violent
extremism (CVE) is a strategy that recruits community
leaders, social workers, and teachers to assist the
government in identifying individuals that may be “at
risk” of becoming violent extremists. But is it effective?

This panel will bring together Ethiopian journalists to
discuss safe and accurate reporting on the civil war,
reflecting on the importance of an empowered and free
press for creating a prosperous continent in regions
suffering from human rights and humanitarian crises.

This session will be a dialogue between ‘countering
violent extremism’ experts working to mitigate the
appeal of extremist narratives in East Africa. Focusing on
this region, where the EU, US and Russia are increasingly
involved, it will explore thinking around current
approaches and the future of extremism in the region.

Small-Island Developing States in a Post-COP26
World
Panel
Though Africa contributes the least globally to humaninduced climate change, it disproportionately bears the
brunt of its catastrophic impact. Debates around costopportunity trade-offs when lowering carbon footprints,
and leaving fossil fuels untapped, have less relevance in
small island states whose mere existence is threatened
by climate change.
Focusing on small island nations like Seychelles and
Mauritius, this session looks at long-term solutions to
accelerating problems, including actions at both local
and international levels. It will ask what green policies
and energy solutions should be enacted, and how these
ensure food security and mitigate against rising sea
levels. Crucially, what does green development look like
from the small island perspective, and are there sacrifices
to be made?

Reporting on Ethiopia’s Civil War
Panel
Since war broke out in the country’s northern region in
November 2020, Ethiopia has become an increasingly
hostile place for journalists. The country’s position on
the World Press Freedom Index has fallen – its position
already in the bottom half of global tables. Periodic
telecommunications blackouts, the inaccessibility of the
Tigray region, and the propagation of misinformation
and disinformation have all complicated covering the

Youth Unemployment and the Migrant Crisis in
West and North Africa
Conversation, in French
Thousands of people every year fail to make the journey
between the coasts of West and North Africa up to
European shores alive. While the phenomenon is born
from deep frustration at the economic stagnation of
home countries and growing youth unemployment,
media portrayals often depict a desire for European
lifestyles, with little attention given in policy spaces
outside of the Francophone world.
This session examines regional African governments’
reaction to these migrations, as well as probing the
drivers of development, unemployment and climate
change within these contexts. Panelists will be asked
what can be done to address policy failures and how
African actors should respond.

African Agency in a Globalised World: Thinking
about Trade and Investment
Panel
Debates about African agency have focused on the
continent’s role within the global political economy. By
trading raw materials internationally, without added
value, Africa’s place in global supply chains is often
limited and its growth restricted by global finance.
Current trade agreements and the World Trade
Organization are said to affect African countries’ ability to
craft advantageous trade policies.
If Africa lacks agency within the global economy, how can
it be gained? Could the new African Continental Free
Trade Area overcome fragmented markets to bolster the
continent’s position as a whole? This panel will assess
these questions and examine the roles of international
bodies such as the African Union, ECOWAS and IGAD to
build Africa’s economic power and place within a global
system.
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Digital Platforms for Health and Inclusive
Growth
Panel
Health provision across Africa is highly uneven and
underfunded, with many countries’ spending on
healthcare less than 10% of GDP. As new technologies
and start-ups proliferate across the continent, digital
platforms are touted as providing innovative services and
addressing poor health outcomes.
This session looks at the incorporation of digital health
on a large scale, highlighting innovations such as mobile
health (mHealth) apps, development of electronic health
records (EHRs), electronic medical records (EMRs), and
applications of telehealth and telemedicine. Speakers will
discuss the impact of these digital services and whether
they fulfil their radical potential.

Improving COVID-19 Vaccine Rates: Supply,
Storage and Skepticism
Panel
Less than one-fifth of Africans and one-third of
African healthcare workers are fully vaccinated against
COVID-19. But vaccine inequity exists within Africa
as well as between the continent and the rest of the
world, with some countries having vaccinated less than
1% of their populations. While some countries have
had vaccine stockpiles, but lacked the infrastructure for
delivery, others have struggled with procurement and
have been failed by the COVAX programme. Vaccine
scepticism moreover, is a deep-rooted issue with historic,
colonial legacies.

economies of the chance to improve public service
delivery.
This panel will discuss how the continent can ensure
serious tax reform in African countries and, collectively,
work to design frameworks that ensure fairer deals with
individuals and corporations engaging in illegal financial
practices.

In Conversation with Nigerian and Sudanese
Women Activists
Conversation
Recent years have seen the rise of women, particularly
young women, at the forefront of protests and
movements across the African continent. Women-led
activism was crucial in the Sudanese revolution, not
least leading to the ousting of dictator Omar al-Bashir in
April 2019, and drove movements in Nigeria, including
#BringBackOurGirls and #EndSARS protests against
police brutality in 2020.
This session invites women activists from Sudan and
Nigeria to discuss the leadership role of women
advocating for political change and accountability and
focuses on anti-state political activism. Telling their
story, activists will be asked why governments are failing
young people and how online methods, including social
media, are essential for mobilising young people into
action. Parallels will be drawn between the two countries
and where, despite their geographic distance, lessons
between them can be learned.

This session will address solutions to COVID-19
vaccine inequity, highlighting issues of availability,
accessibility and affordability, as well as the role of
philanthrocapitalism. Speakers will discuss the continent’s
efforts to create its own locally-produced COVID-19
vaccine, scepticism and misinformation, and supply chain
issues.

Illicit Cash Flows and Tax Reforms
Panel
Illicit financial flows out of Africa challenge the
continent’s ability to invest in public services and pursue
development goals. These financial flows drain foreign
exchange, reduce domestic resources, stifle trade and
worsen poverty and inequality. Following public leaks
such as the Panama Papers, many African regulatory
agencies have nonetheless failed to reduce these
practices and reign in multinational companies who
exploit global financial systems, robbing African
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DAY 1 PROGRAMME AGENDA
SATURDAY, 26 MARCH 2022
TIME			EVENT
10:00 - 10:10

Co-Directors’ Welcome

10:10 - 10:15

FLIA Director’s Welcome: Professor Tim Allen

10:15 - 10:20

Special Address from the Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations

10:20 - 10:45

Opening Keynote Speech: H.E. Toyin Ojora Saraki

11:00 - 12:00

Countering Violent Extremism: Civil Society in East Africa

12:00 - 13:00

Small-Island Developing States in a Post-COP26 World

13:00 - 14:00

Lunch

14:00 - 15:00

Reporting on Ethiopia’s Civil War

15:15 - 16:15

Youth Unemployment and the Migrant Crisis in West and North Africa
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SPECIAL ADDRESS FROM THE DEPUTY
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE
UNITED NATIONS
Amina J. Mohammed
Before becoming United Nations Deputy Secretary-General in early 2017, Amina

J. Mohammed was the Minister of Environment of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
Prior to this, she supported the UN Secretary-General as Special Adviser on Post2015 Development Planning where she was instrumental in bringing about the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Amina J. Mohammed has held several highlevel responsibilities, including

working with 3 successive Presidents in Nigeria as Senior Special Assistant on
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), coordinating poverty reduction
interventions with debt relief gains of $1bn per annum.

Some awards include: the distinguished Order of the Federal Republic (OFR); 2017
Diplomat of the Year by Foreign Policy magazine; Apolitical 2019’s 100 Most
Influential People on Gender Policy; and

Africa Report’s 2019 100 Most Influential
Africans. She was also profiled by
Vogue as one of the 13 female
Climate Warriors on the

frontline, Fortune named her

amongst the World’s Greatest

Female Leaders and she is also
listed in the Nigerian Women’s
Hall of Fame.
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DAY 1 OPENING KEYNOTE
H.E. Toyin Ojora Saraki
Founder-President of the Wellbeing Foundation
Africa
As Founder-President of the Wellbeing Foundation Africa (WBFA), Her Excellency
Mrs. Toyin Ojora Saraki is a Nigerian advocate for women’s and children’s health and
empowerment, with two decades of global advocacy covering reproductive, maternal,
newborn, child and adolescent health; ending gender-based discrimination and violence;
and improving education, socio-economic empowerment, and community livelihoods in
sub-Saharan Africa.
Mrs. Saraki was appointed as a Member, UN Women African Women’s Leadership
Network AWLN in 2017, and serves on the Steering Council of African Women
Leadership Network Nigeria. Toyin is a patron of Women in Global Health Nigeria,
and has served as the Inaugural Global Goodwill Ambassador for the International
Confederation of Midwives (ICM) 2014-2020. She serves as Special Adviser to the
Independent Advisory Group (IAG) of the World Health Organization’s (WHO) Regional
Office for Africa (AFRO), was named by Devex as UHC Global Champion, and is the Save
the Children Newborn Health Champion for Nigeria. Toyin was Inaugural Board Chair of
the White Ribbon Alliance Nigeria, is a Global Champion for the White Ribbon Alliance
for Safe Motherhood, and was appointed as a
Fellow of the African Academy of Public
Health in 2016.
Mrs. Saraki leads the Wellbeing
Foundation Africa’s Global
Advocacy and Frontline program
implementation centred by the
WBFA Mamacare360 Community
Midwifery Antenatal and Postnatal
Education, and Primary &
Adolescent Personal Social and
Health Education and WASH
Program platforms.
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DAY 1 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS
Countering Violent Extremism: Civil Society in
East Africa
MARTHA NJIIRI
Dr. Martha Njiiri is the Head of Strategic
Communications at the IGAD Centre for Preventing
and Countering Violent Extremism (ICEPCVE). In her
position, she oversees the enhancing capacity of
credible local actors in developing and disseminating
counter/alternative narratives in their communities
and amplifying existing narratives. Martha holds a
PhD Degree in Mass Communication and a Master’s
Degree in Communication Studies.

OMAR MAHMOOD
Omar is a Senior Analyst for the International Crisis
Group (ICG), focusing on Somalia. Previously, Omar
has worked as a senior researcher focusing on the
Horn of Africa for the Institute for Security Studies
(ISS) in Addis Ababa. Prior to that, he obtained his
Master’s degree from the Fletcher School at Tufts
University and served as a U.S. Peace Corps volunteer
in Burkina Faso.

Conversation moderated by Noor Lakhdar-Toumi, Operations and Logistics Co-Director
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Small-Island Developing States in a
Post-COP26 World
KOMAL HASSAMAL
Ms. Komal Hassamal is an expert in climate finance
across multiple sectors such as renewable energy,
transport, agriculture and the ocean. Komal is
currently the founder and director of Green Growth
Solutions, a company that provides solutions to
access climate finance instruments (GCF, CIF,
GEF, SEFA, FAPA, etc.), design climate funds
(Mali Climate Fund, Blue Congo Basin Fund, Blue
Planet Fund) as well as develop climate-related
strategies (Nationally Determined Contributions,
Climate Finance), to support the government (UK
Government), companies, international organizations
(IFAD, UNCDF, UNDP, AfDB) to transition and shift to
design and implement climate-friendly projects for our
environment, our economy and our society.
Prior to setting up Green Growth Solutions, Komal worked at the African Development Bank Group for five years
during which time she held senior roles in the development and delivery of climate finance instruments in Africa. She
started her career at the United Nations Development Programme in Mauritius where she was a Programme Assistant
in the Environment Unit.
Born in Mauritius, Komal has lived most of her life in multiple cities such as Brussels, Montreal, Tunis, Abidjan and
London and recently decided to return back to her home country last December. She is an MBA degree holder from
Université Paris 1 Sorbonne with a speciality in Climate Finance and Renewable Energy Finance. She has over 15
years of professional experience in 23 countries in Africa as well as Small Island Development States across Africa, the
Caribbean and the Pacific.

JEAN-PAUL ADAM
Jean-Paul Adam is the Director for Technology,
Climate Change and Natural Resources Management
in the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
(since January 2020).
He previously served in several Cabinet positions
in the Government of Seychelles including Minister
of Finance, Trade and the Blue Economy (20152016) where he negotiated a debt for climate
change adaptation swap in 2015 which placed 30%
of Seychelles oceanic space under protection, and
launched the process for Seychelles to become
the first issuer of a Blue Bond. He also served as
Seychelles’ Minister of Foreign Affairs (2010-2015) and
Minister of Health (2016-2019).
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Small-Island Developing States in a
Post-COP26 World (continued)
ELIZABETH J.Z. ROBINSON
Moderator
Professor Robinson is an environmental economist
with over twenty five years’ experience undertaking
research particularly in lower-income countries,
including six while living in Tanzania and Ghana. Her
research focuses on the climate change, food security,
health nexus. She was coordinating lead author for
the International Assessment of Agricultural Science
and Technology for Development, sub-Saharan Africa;
on the UK Defra Economic Advisory Panel for five
years; in 2019-20, Specialist Advisor to the UK House
of Lords Select Committee on Food, Poverty, Health,
and Environment; and is currently Lancet Countdown
Working Group 1 lead, focusing on climate change
impacts, exposures, and vulnerability.
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Reporting on Ethiopia’s Civil War
TSEDALE LEMMA
Tsedale Lemma started journalism in 2000 and worked
until 2005 with three different local newspapers,
including as a senior reporter at the now defunct
but prominent newspaper, Addis Tribune. In 2005,
in the wake of the post election uncertainties, she
left journalism to join the Israeli embassy, first as
communication expert then as regional political affairs
and media advisor to the Ambassador, where she
stayed until 2010. In 2010 she left the Israeli Embassy
to research for her future engagement in practicing
journalism. After a year of research in February
of 2011 she established Addis Standard monthly
magazine. For the last ten years Tsedale played a
crucial role in turning Addis Standard magazine into
one of the most influential magazines in the history of
independent media in Ethiopia. In 2014 Tsedale was named one of the 50 Rising Stars in Africa by the leading panAfrican magazine “The Africa Report”. In 2015 she became a member of the International Advisory Board of the
Bandung: Journal of the Global South.
On 03 December 2020, Tsedale testified to the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, Global
Human Rights, and International Organizations on “The Unfolding Conflict in Ethiopia”. In February Tsedale joined
the newly elected Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, and the first Black Member of Congress to
serve as Chair of that committee, Representative Meeks as he outlined his vision for a reimagined approach to U.S.Africa policy in a democratically controlled House and Senate. Tsedale’s three recommendations on how the U.S.
should solve the war in Ethiopia’s Tigray region remains a key pillar of the U.S. policy.
After serving Addis Standard as its Editor in Chief for eleven years, Tsedale has left her position to become the CEO
of JAKENN Publishing PLC, the publishing company of Addis Standard online and Addis Standard Magazine.

KALKIDAN YIBELTAL
Kalkidan Yibeltal is a BBC correspondent based in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Prior to joining the BBC in
2017, he worked with Addis Standard magazine first
as a reporter and later as a deputy editor in chief. He
has covered the war in northern Ethiopia for the past
sixteen months including traveling to the embattled
regions of Tigray and Amhara multiple times.
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Reporting on Ethiopia’s Civil War (continued)
MUTHOKI MUMO
Muthoki Mumo has been the sub-Saharan Africa
representative with the Committee to Protect
Journalists (CPJ) since 2018. She previously worked
for six years as a journalist with the Nation Media
Group, reporting for its Business Daily and Daily
Nation publications. Mumo has a bachelor’s degree
in journalism from the United States International
University in Nairobi and a master’s degree jointly
awarded by Aarhus University and the University of
Hamburg.

FEMI OKE
Moderator
Femi Oke is an award winning international journalist,
broadcaster, professional moderator and co-founder
of the diverse moderators bureau “Moderate The
Panel.” Based in Washington, D.C., she hosts the
interactive global affairs show “The Stream” for Al
Jazeera English; is a correspondent for the Al Jazeera
documentary series “Fault Lines”; and the social
media correspondent for NPR’s midday news program
“Here and Now.”
Femi’s reporting has been recognised by the
Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS), the African Communications Agency and
InterAction. Since the 1980s, she has worked for BBC
television and radio, Sky TV, all the U.K. terrestrial television networks, CNN, U.S. public radio and Al Jazeera. As a
professional moderator Femi has presided over world class events including European Development Days for the
European Commission, NBA Africa Celebratory Luncheon for the U.S. National Basketball Association, and the UN
Secretary-General’s UNGA Climate Roundtable.
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Youth Unemployment and the Migrant Crisis
in West and North Africa
ABDELMAJID HANNOUM
Majid Hannoum, Ph.Ds (Sorbonne, Princeton
University), is Professor of Anthropology at the
University of Kansas. He is the editor of Practicing
Sufism: Sufi Politics and Performance in Africa (2016),
and author of The Invention of the Maghreb: Between
Africa and the Middle East (2021), Living Tangier:
Migration, Race, and Illegality in a Moroccan City
(2020), Violent Modernity: France in Algeria (2010)
and Colonial Histories, Postcolonial Memories: The
Legend of the Kahina, a North African Heroine (2001).
He was a researcher at the Institute for Advanced
Study (Princeton), fellow at the Center for Middle
Eastern Study at Harvard, Visiting Scholar in the
Department of Anthropology at Columbia University,
a Senior Fulbright Fellow, and a Senior Fellow at the
Aga Khan Center in London.

AHMADOU ALY MBAYE
Ahmadou Aly Mbaye is the Vice-Chancellor of
University Cheikh Anta DIOP (UCAD) in Dakar,
Senegal, where he has also served for more than 25
years as a professor of economics and public policy.
He holds many international research positions, in
particular, as a Non-Resident Senior Fellow at The
Brookings Institution, a Non-Resident Research
Fellow at the Center for Global Development (both
in Washington D.C), and as a Senior Research
Associate at the Centre for Development Research
(ZEF, University of Bonn, Germany). Dr. Mbaye is
also a member of the African Economic Research
Consortium’s Program Committee. He previously held
the position of Director of the Laboratoire d’Analyse
des Politiques de Developpement (LAPD), as well as
the director of the regional graduate program in climate change economics (involving 15 countries).
Previously, he had served as the dean of the School of Economics and Management at the Cheikh Anta DIOP
University and chair of CIEREA-PTCI (the Francophone African network of research and higher education in
economics) Board for 10 years. In the area of research, Dr. Mbaye has developed a new concept of the informal
sector, which challenges the mainstream formal/informal dichotomous classification, and proposes an approach
of informality based on a continuum of degrees of formality. His research has provided new and impactful
methodological frameworks for thinking about the informal economy in Francophone African countries. In recent
years, his work has mostly focused and youth employment in Africa, on the one hand, and on the other hand, the
complex nexus between population growth, climate change and conflict/migration in the African Sahel.
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Youth Unemployment and the Migrant Crisis
in West and North Africa (continued)
ALCINDA HONWANA
Moderator
Alcinda Honwana is a leading scholar on youth,
protests and social change in Africa. Her extensive
research on youth and conflict, youth socio-economic
transitions and youth political protest and social
movements earned her a reputation as one of
the most influential scholars in these fields. More
specifically her widely cited work on youth in waithood
has greatly contributed to shaping current youth
studies in Africa and the global South.
Professor Honwana is currently Inter-Regional Advisor
on social development policy at the Department of
Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) at the United
Nations Secretariat in New York. She has been a
Centennial Professor and the Strategic Director of the Firoz Lalji Institute for Africa at London School of Economics
and Political Science and the Chair in International Development as well as Director of the International Development
Centre at The Open University, UK. Honwana has also been the Prince Claus Chair for Development and Equity at the
Institute for Social Studies in the Netherlands in 2007/8. Her career has straddled both academia and policy which
allows her to bring critical policy insights into her academic work and vice-versa.
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DAY 2 PROGRAMME AGENDA
SUNDAY, 27 MARCH 2022
TIME			EVENT
10:00 - 10:15

Introduction to Day 2 from the Speakers and Content Team

10:15 - 11:15

African Agency in a Globalised World: Thinking about Trade and Investment

11:15 - 12:15

Digital Platforms for Health and Inclusive Growth

12:15 - 13:15

Lunch

13:15 - 14:30

Improving COVID-19 Vaccine Rates: Supply, Storage and Skepticism

14:30 - 15:30

Illicit Cash Flows and Tax Reforms

15:30 - 16:30

In Conversation with Nigerian and Sudanese Women Activists

16:30 - 17:00

Closing Keynote Speech: H.E. Wamkele Mene
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DAY 2 SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS
African Agency in a Globalised World:
Thinking about Trade and Investment
SOMACHI CHRIS-ASOLUKA
Somachi Chris-Asoluka is the Director of Partnerships
and Communications for the Tony Elumelu
Foundation, Africa’s leading philanthropy. In this role,
she oversees marketing, communications, policy,
advocacy and partnerships for the Foundation. Since
inception the Foundation has funded nearly 10,000
young African entrepreneurs and created a digital
ecosystem of over one million Africans, as part of
a ten-year, US$100m commitment, implemented
through its flagship Entrepreneurship Programme.
Self-funded, the Foundation is increasingly sharing
its unique ability to identify, train, mentor and
fund young entrepreneurs across Africa through
partnerships with institutions such as the EU, UNDP,
the International Committee of the Red Cross and other global development agencies.
Somachi graduated Summa Cum Laude from Saint Mary’s College of California and received the “Adam Smith”
award given to the highest performance in the Economics Department. She also holds a Master’s degree in
International and Development Economics from Yale University. She is a member of the Financial Women’s
Association (San Francisco, USA), Omicron Delta Epsilon (National Economics Honor Society, USA), and a fellow of
the Moremi Initiative for Women’s Leadership in Africa.
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African Agency in a Globalised World:
Trade and Investment (continued)
ALBERT G. ZEUFACK
Dr. Albert G. Zeufack, a Cameroonian national, is the
World Bank’s Chief Economist for Africa. Prior to his
appointment in May 2016, he was Practice Manager
in the Macroeconomics and Fiscal Management
Global Practice and Leader of the World Bank-wide
Community of Practice for the Management of Natural
Resources Rents.
Dr. Zeufack joined the World Bank in 1997 and
started his career as a research economist in
the Macroeconomics Division of the Research
Department. Since then, he has held several positions
in Africa, East Asia and Pacific, Europe and Central
Asia regions. Between 2008 and 2012, he was the
Director of Research and Investment Strategy/Chief
Economist for Khazanah Nasional Berhad, a Malaysian Sovereign Wealth Fund.
Dr. Zeufack received his Ph.D. in Economics from CERDI, the University of Clermont-Ferrand (France) where he taught
before joining the World Bank. He holds a Masters Degree in Economic Analysis and Policy from the University
of Yaoundé (Cameroon). Dr. Zeufack is a Member of the Technical Advisory Committee of the Natural Resource
Charter in Oxford University, a Member of the Advisory Board of the Natural Resource Governance Institute (NRGI),
a Member of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Network, and a Member of the Board of the African
Economic Research Consortium (AERC).

DAVID LUKE
Moderator
David Luke is professor in practice and strategic
director at the Firoz Lalji Institute for Africa.
Specialising in African trade policy and trade
negotiations, Professor Luke has decades of
experience in policy advisory services, managing and
catalysing research, building partnerships, training
and capacity development for private sector and
government. This experience stems from an extensive
career spanning a tenured appointment at Dalhousie
University in Halifax, Canada, and assignments at
the African Union, the UN Development Programme
and the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)
with postings in Harare, Pretoria, Geneva and Addis
Ababa.
At ECA’s African Trade Policy Centre, Professor Luke and his team were instrumental in the preparation of the
protocols that make up the African Continental Free Trade Area Agreement. His PhD in African Political Economy is
from the School of Oriental and African Studies and his MSc and BSc are form the London School of Economics and
Political Science. His research and teaching interests are in the areas of trade in development, trade and inclusion,
and trade and sustainability.
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Digital Platforms for Health and Inclusive
Growth
AMIT THAKKER
A visionary entreprenuer and an industry captain,
Dr. Amit N.Thakker has been a groundbreaking
pioneer in the integration of the private sector
within the healthcare system in Africa. Dr. Thakker
actively supports governments, corporations, health
organisations and development partners to foster
efective public private partnership initiatives towards
improved health outcomes.
He is the executive chairman of Africa Health
Business, president of Africa Healthcare Federation
and the immediate past chairman of Kenya Healthcare
Federation, and has served as a director at LumiraDx,
Seven Seas Technology, AMREF Flying Doctors,
Action Aid and Ghanima Limited.
As an active member of several insitutions including international business group YPO Gold (Nairobi Chapter), Dr.
Thakker also chairs the University of Nairobi Alumni Medical Chapter and serves as an advisor to Asia Africa Investing
& Consulting Ltd, Coalition for Blood in Africa (CoBA) and Ministry of Health, Kenya.
Dr. Thakker founded Avenue Healthcare, a Kenyan based integrated private health service provider in 1995 which
led him to receive the “Best Male Entreprenuer of the Year” award by Rotary International in 1999. He also won the
“Best CEO ” award by Titans Global in the Business and Professional services category in 2017 and proudly received
the Chairman’s Award for Kenya Medical Asociation in 2004.

INIOBONG EKONG
Dr. Iniobong Ekong is a public health physician and
Deputy Director (eHealth) at the Department of Health
Planning, Research and Statistics, Health and Human
Services Secretariat, Abuja, Nigeria.
He is certified in Governance of Enterprise IT and an
eHealth leadership fellow from the Degroote School
of Business, McMaster University, Ontario, Canada.
With over 10 years of experience in eHealth
Governance, health systems strengthening and
programme management, he led the development
of the first eHealth Policy and Strategy document in
Nigeria and in 2013 won the United Nations Public
Service Award (Category 2-improving the delivery of
public service) with the Mobile-ICT-enabled Integrated
Rural Primary Health Care delivery Scheme.
He is currently the Deputy Incident Manager, FCT COVID-19 Emergency Operations Centre leading the deployment
of innovative digital health initiatives including the FCT COVID-19 Call Centre Management Information System.
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Digital Platforms for Health and Inclusive
Growth (continued)
ADESIMBO UKIRI
Adesimbo Bello-Ukiri is the pioneer Managing
Director and CEO of Avon Healthcare Ltd (Avon
HMO), spearheading its evolution from a startup in
2012 into the leading Nigerian health management
organisation it is today.
A trained lawyer, Adesimbo holds an LLB from
Obafemi Awolowo University and is a Sloan Fellow at
the London Business School where she obtained an
MSc in Management (Leadership and Strategy).
She leads Avon’s drive to empower Nigerians to
live healthier, fuller lives. In her quest to provide all
Nigerians across all walks of life with access to highquality healthcare, Adesimbo has built Avon HMO
into a trusted healthcare brand with a provider
network covering towns and cities in all 36 states and international coverage extending to North America, the UK,
India and beyond.
Adesimbo is a prominent voice driving mass advocacy and addressing key national health challenges in fresh
and innovative ways. She is a passionate healthcare advocate, often speaking internationally and featuring as
a contributing resource and choice speaker for global organisations and institutions seeking expert healthcare
perspectives in Sub Saharan Africa.
Adesimbo has over 25 years of professional experience within diverse sectors including financial services, FMCG,
telecommunications and healthcare.

JEAN PHILBERT NSENGIMANA
Jean Philbert Nsengimana (Phil) is the Chief Digital
Advisor at Africa CDC. He also serves as an advisor to
the Commons Project, driving a people-centric digital
health ecosystem development in Africa. Prior to
those roles, he served as the Minister of Youth and ICT
in the Government of Rwanda for 6 years. During his
tenure, he spearheaded the Smart Africa Alliance and
YouthConnekt Africa – two pan African organizations
focused on accelerating digital transformation and
youth empowerment.
Phil holds a Masters of Public Administration from
the Harvard Kennedy School of Government, a
Global MBA in Information Technology from the SP
Jain School of Global Management in Singapore, a
Masters in Software Engineering and Bachelor’s
degree in Computer Science from the University of Rwanda. He serves on many boards including the Alliance for
Affordable Internet where he is the Honorary Chairperson, IntraHealth International and Place Fund.
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Digital Platforms for Health and Inclusive
Growth (continued)
SIMISO VELEMPINI
Moderator
Simiso has extensive consulting and advisory
experience in sub-Saharan Africa and has worked
in over 30 countries in the region. She provides
strategic political advice, risk mitigation guidance
and routinely serves as a sounding board for a range
of clients including large and mid-sized corporates,
developmental finance institutions, multilateral
organisations, governments and family offices.
She is a recognised thought leader, international
speaker and moderator, and has served as a
commentator for media houses including CNBC
Africa, CNN, Forbes and the BBC.
Simiso founded and serves as Managing Director of Vele Africa Advisory, a strategic advisory firm that provides
exclusive support to corporates, development finance institutions, donors, family offices and individual investors
throughout the investment lifecycle.
Prior to starting her own firm, Simiso was CEO of Africa Matters, where she led the company’s strategic direction
and advised clients on mergers and acquisitions, stakeholder engagement, reputational risk management and nonlitigious dispute resolution. Previously, she led the Africa practice at K2 Integrity, where she served as Managing
Director, and provided investigations, business intelligence and asset recovery support to clients operating in Africa.
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Improving COVID-19 Vaccine Rates: Supply,
Storage and Skepticism
MORENA MAKHOANA
Dr. Morena Makhoana joined Biovac in 2004 and
holds the role of Chief Executive Officer. Prior to his
CEO role at Biovac he held the role of Deputy CEO
and prior to that of Medical Affairs Director for Biovac.
His mandate is to realise the objective of building
vaccine manufacturing capacity in Southern Africa.
Biovac was established to revive vaccine
manufacturing capabiity in South Africa. Africa has
limited capability in human vaccine manufacture.
Its vision and mission is to establish sustainable,
world class, African vaccine manufacturing capability
by contributing to protecting life through the
development and supply of much needed vaccines.
During his tenure Biovac has secured two successful technology transfers with global pharmaceutical companies such
as Sanofi and Pfizer that has allowed it to grow its staff from 24 to over 320.
Morena is a medical graduate from the University of Cape Town and serves as the Chairperson of the South African
College of Applied Science.

PETRO TERBLANCHE
Professor Petro Terblanche has a successful track
record in the strategic and operational management
of technology intensive organizations. She has played
a key part in the design and implementation of South
Africa’s biotechnology strategy and is currently the
Managing Director of Afrigen Biologics (Pty) Ltd
based in Cape Town, South Africa. Afrigen hosts the
global mRNA technology vaccine Hub under the
COVAX initiative. Petro also holds a part time position
as Professor in the Faculty of Health Sciences at the
North-West University.
A considerable part of her career was in research and
development at the South African Medical Research
Council as well as the Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research. Her qualifications include: an MSc
in Medical Oncology and Cancer Biology (Cum Laude) from the University of Pretoria, a Doctorate in Oncology and
Cancer Biology also from the University of Pretoria, a post-doctoral while she was a visiting scientist at the Harvard
School of Public Health and thereafter, completing the Management of Technology programme at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.
Prof Terblanche is the author of more than 200 scientific publications and conference papers in public health. She was
recently acknowledged as one of the legends of science by the Academy of Sciences South Africa.
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Improving COVID-19 Vaccine Rates: Supply,
Storage and Skepticism (continued)
NICAISE NDEMBI
Dr. Ndembi focuses on molecular virology to
implement genomics capacity. His research interests
include vaccine research especially understanding
protective immune responses and genomic
epidemiology with a focus on HIV diversity and
resistance to antiretroviral therapy.
Dr. Ndembi is Chief Science Advisor to the Africa CDC
Director. He leads the Africa CDC’s Partnerships for
African Vaccine Manufacturing (PAVM) and Vaccine
Strategy in Africa.
Dr. Ndembi is a graduate of Kanazawa University
School of Medicine, Department of Viral Infection
and International Public Health, Japan and a Research
Professor within the same Institution. He is a Principal
Investigator on numerous grants including the US National Institute of Health (NIH). He has authored/co-authored
more than 150 publications in peer-reviewed and high impact factor journals.
He is the Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Public Health in Africa (JPHIA), AIDS Research and Therapy (ARTY), and
serves on various WHO and US CDC Advisory Groups.

LUCY KANYA
Moderator
Dr. Lucy Kanya has a health economics and policy
background with experience working in Sub-Saharan
Africa. In the past, she has worked on the evaluation
of health financing programmes in Kenya and Uganda.
She has also worked in operational research and
evaluation programs on maternal and new-born child
health, integrated sexual reproductive health and HIV/
AIDS, and malaria programmes in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Before joining the LSE, she held research positions at
the Health Economics Research Group (HERG), Brunel
University, London and Population Council, Kenya.
Lucy’s research interests include: the economics of
health care financing in low and middle income
countries, private sector engagement in health and the use of stated preference techniques.
Lucy is currently part of the LSE team working on the African Health Observatory - Platform on Health Systems and
Policies (AHOP). Hosted by the WHO Regional Office for Africa (WHO AFRO), AHOP leverages existing national and
regional collaborations to form a network of National Centres that currently include leading research institutions in
Ethiopia, Kenya, Nigeria, Rwanda and Senegal. AHOP draws on support from a technical consortium including the
European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies, LSE and national, regional and global partners.
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Illicit Cash Flows and Tax Reforms
HON. IRENE OVONJI-ODIDA
Hon. Irene Ovonji-Odida is a human rights lawyer
and development actor with 34 years experience in
policy making, advocacy and leadership in the public
sector, legislature, academia and civil society. She
is or has been a member of various bodies working
on illicit financial flows (IFFs), tax justice and financial
transparency. These currently include Mbeki High
Level Panel on IFFs from Africa, UN FACTI panel,
South Centre Tax Steering group, ICRICT, Pan African
Lawyers IFF Task Force and Tax Justice Network
Africa. She was Board Chair of ActionAid International.
As an elected legislator in the East African Legislative
Assembly, East African Community, she championed
fair global trade and inclusive, accountable regional
integration.

LOGAN WORT
Mr. Logan Wort is the Executive Secretary of
the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF); a
multilateral organisation of Heads of African Revenue
Administrations, based in Pretoria, South Africa. Mr.
Wort is the organisation’s chief executive officer,
responsible for its overall management, strategy
and operations. A Sitting Member of the Council
of ATAF, Mr. Wort is amongst the founding figures
of the organisation, having headed the Task
Team which worked towards the establishment
of ATAF in November 2009. Since joining ATAF, he
has spearheaded Tax administration reforms across
the continent and continues to do so, not only in his
capacity as head of ATAF’s Secretariat, but also as a
Member of the Consortium of the High-level Panel on
Illicit Financial Flows of the UNECA and as a regular participant to the OECD Committee on Fiscal Affairs
and the Global Forum for Transparency and Exchange of Information meetings.
Prior to joining ATAF, Mr. Wort served as Group Executive at the South African Revenue Service, Deputy Director
General at the South African National Treasury and Chief Operating Officer in the Ministry of Finance of South Africa.
Mr. Wort also served as the Director of the Finance and Investment Sector Coordinating Unit of the Southern African
Development Community (SADC).
Mr. Wort holds a master’s degree in Public Administration from the University of the Western Cape and bachelor’s
degree in political sciences.

24

Illicit Cash Flows and Tax Reforms (continued)
HANAN MORSY
Dr. Hanan Morsy is the Deputy Executive Secretary
and Chief Economist of the United Nations Economic
Commission for Africa.
She has amassed extensive cross-country experience
and vast expertise in leading top-quality policy and
development work and building strong partnerships,
working in international organizations including the
International Monetary Fund and the European Bank
for Reconstruction and Development. As former
Director of Macroeconomic Policy and Research at
the African Development Bank, she provided thought
leadership on economic issues and oversaw the
production of rigorous analytical work.
Dr. Morsy has published on a wide range of economic and development issues and holds a Ph.D. in Economics from
the George Washington University and a Masters degree in Economics from the University of California, USA.

CHENAI MUKUMBA
Moderator
Chenai Mukumba is the Policy Research and Advocacy
Manager at the Tax Justice Network Africa. Previously
she worked as the Director of Consumer Unity and
Trust Society (CUTS) International, Lusaka, a research
and advocacy think tank with offices in Africa and Asia.
Prior to this role, she worked as a Policy Analyst at
CUTS’ Centre for Trade, Economics and Environment
in India. She also previously worked at the World
Trade Organization where she spent time in the
Agriculture and Development Divisions as part of the
secretariat. Currently, she is responsible for leading
the policy unit and coordinating the institution’s
research and policy engagement on tax justice issues
at regional and global levels. She also oversees the
institution’s technical backstopping of TJNA’s national-level advocacy. Most recently, Chenai was elected to sit on the
bard of ATAF’s African Tax in Women Network as the Vice Chair.
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In Conversation with Nigerian and Sudanese
Women Activists
AISHA YESUFU
Aisha Yesufu is an active Nigerian citizen who
demands for good governance, accountability and
transparency. She is unapologetic about her stance
in fighting for justice and equity. She is a business
woman who teaches financial literacy to empower
people to be financially independent and also have
a voice to demand for good governance through her
organisation Citizens Hub.
She is a member of the #BringBackOurGirls
movement advocating for rescue of #ChibokGirls.
Aisha Yesufu was dubbed the statue of liberty for her
role in the #EndSARS protests in Nigeria which were
aimed at putting an end to police brutality.

RAZAN ELSHAZALI
Razan Elshazali is the founder of Women of Sudan,
an online platform dedicated to celebrating and
highlighting the achievements of Sudanese women
throughout history, serving as a visual historical archive
of the region. In addition, her page features interviews
with Sudanese women who are notable in their fields
and activism, drawing attention to social issues such
as ethnic discrimination and religious intolerance.
Razan is a student at the University of Cambridge,
studying Human, Social and Political Science with an
interest in Africa and the Middle East.
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In Conversation with Nigerian and Sudanese
Women Activists (continued)
ALAA SALAH
Alaa Salah is Sudanese anti-government protestor
who gained worldwide recognition and media
attention when her photograph was taken during
the 2018/2019 Sudanese Revolution. She has been
dubbed the “Woman in White” or “Lady Liberty”
of Sudan. She is a member of MANSAM and has
spoken at the United Nations Security Council to
advocate for equal representation of women in the
Sudanese transitionary institutions. She is currently an
Architecture student at Sudan International University.

FEYIKEMI ABUDU
Feyikemi (FK) Abudu is a Nigerian businesswoman
and influencer. She is a co-host of the “I Said What
I Said” podcast as well as founder of Caya House, a
consultancy firm. During the #EndSARS protests she
joined the Feminist Coalition, a group of Nigerian
women activists, to arrange the release of arrested
protestors, raise funds for protestors via bitcoin, and
to provide relevant information about the movement.
As a twitter influencer herself she was a key figure in
the #EndSARS protests.

Conversation moderated by Oge Elumelu, Speakers and Content Coordinator
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DAY 2 CLOSING KEYNOTE
H.E. Wamkele Mene
AfCFTA Secretary-General
H.E. Wamkele Mene was elected by the 33rd Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads
of States & Government of the African Union, to the position of Secretary-General of the
African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) Secretariat.
Prior to being elected Secretary-General of the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA) Secretariat, he served as Chief Director: Africa Economic Relations, at the
Department of Trade & Industry of South Africa. In this role, he was South Africa’s chief
trade negotiator in the AfCFTA and Tripartite FTA negotiations. During his tenure as
chief negotiator, South Africa ratified both the AfCFTA and Tripartite FTAs agreements.
Prior to assuming this position, H.E. Wamkele Mene occupied the position of Director:
International Trade Law & Investment Law at the Department of Trade & Industry, a
role in which he was principal legal counsel on international trade law and international
investment law.
From 2010 until 2015, H.E. Wamkele Mene represented South Africa at the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) in Geneva, Switzerland. He was elected to the position of Chairman
of the WTO’s Committee on International Trade in Financial Services.
Prior to joining the Department of Trade & Industry of South Africa, H.E. Wamkele Mene
worked for Wall Street based law firms in the London and Hong Kong offices.
H.E. Wamkele Mene has written
and lectured internationally on
international trade law, international
investment law and international
business law. He holds a Bachelor
of Arts (Law) degree from Rhodes
University in South Africa, a
Master of Arts in International
Studies & Diplomacy (with
specialization in International
Economics) from the School of
Oriental & African Studies,
University of London and a LL.M.
(Master of Laws) in Banking Law &
Financial Regulation from the Law
Department of the LSE.
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